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INTRODUCTION
S ¥ S—
& SUSTEREE 6 Smnel a1 grEeHt |
OFRATHREX SRAWHEGEAT A sl 7 |l
Mt. Abu Lfniga Vasati Prasasti 39.

The pteset work has been included in the ‘* Gaekwad’s Oriental Series”
mainly as a production of a royal prince of mewdieval Gujarit. It is true that
the State of Chandrivati was regarded even at that time as a State of Marwar,?
yet the rulers of Chandrivati were feudatories (mﬂﬂgﬁ«ﬁ) of the kings of
Gujarat, and even led the Gurjar armies in battlefields, It may be, moreover,
noted that the author of the present work has greater claims to be called a
Prince of Gujarat in as much as he founded the city of Palanpur.

The dramatic literature of Gujarat. “I'he whole of Sanskrita dramatic
literature of India consists of about 600 works, Gujarat’s contribution in
this is, however, very small. The following list of Sanskrita dramas of
Gujarat hitherto-known will not be without interest,

Bilhana Prahladana

1 Karnasundari.* 16 Parthaparikrama
Ramachandral Someévara

2 Raghuvildsat 17 Ullagharighaval

3 Nalavildsa} Narendraprabha

4 Yaduvildsa§ 18 Kakusthakeli§

5 Kaumudimitrinandal| Balachandra

6 Nirbhayabhima-~vyayoga* 19 Karunavajrdyudha*

7 SatyahariSchandra* _ Vijayapdla

8 VanamalikanAtikag 20 Draupadi-svayamvarall

9 MallikAmakaranda$ Yagahpéla
Devachandra [Natika.t 21 Mohaparajayall

10 Chandralekhavikridana Meghaprabha

’ 11 MAanamudribhafjaua.§ 22 Dharmabhyudaya Chhéya

Yagaschandra Nataka}

12 Mudritakumadachandra* Vyisa Mokshaditya?

13 Réjimatiprabodha} - 23 Bhimaparakramat
Ramabhadra Gangddhara

14 Prabuddharauhineyall 24 Gangidésapratdpavildsat
Subhata Ravidésa .

15 Datangada* 25 M11:hydj1"15.1;13.1{hm;ldana.1L

* Printed. T In Ms. form. I To be printed. § To be discovered. | In presa.
9 About Rimachandra’s T979RTd the following note is found in an old paper leaf con-
tauung notes on mgs, THASFA JHHEE FIEATIHARHIGEISIUITF Kooo.
Hammiramadamardana Act I.
of. (1)  sheomfedafbeaaeiaifaledaa: |
. fealise &g epzweangfafin: aRdemERTgd; |

(2) Mokshiditys mentioned in the Praéasti (Samvat 1320) of Mahakalefvars, Por-
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Dhardvarsha and Prahlidana. Dhardvarsha, son of Vafodhavala 4
ruler of Chandrivati was the elder brother of our author who was his Yuvarja,
DhérAvarsha's reign was very illustrious in the history of the Parmars of Mt,
Abu. He fought with the army of KumArapila in the invasion of Mallik4rjuna
of Konkana, The present work describes him as having amazed the whole of
India with his valour and extolling his skill in archery,® refers to his repelling

the nocturnal attack of the King of JAngalas.* The ms. C identifies<this prince
with Prithvirdja. The Sambhar King Prithvirdja was relgning up to Samvat
1236. This most probably may have taken place at the time of the invasion
of King Ajayapéla of the Jingala King.5 Dharavarsha’s relgn was very long.
The oldest inscription of his reign yet discovered is dated Samvat 1220,
He was }iving at the time of the laying of the foundation of the Linigavasti
on Mt. Abu, and this event occurred in Samvat 1286. He also helped Vastupila
in repulsing an attack of an army from Delhi about the same time. Prahlidana
was not fortunate emough to become a king, as he did not outlive his elder
brother. From the inscriptions given in Appendix II, itis clear that he
was already working as Yuvarija in Samvat 1220 and was living up to
Samvat 1265.

The form of the play. The PArthapardkrama is a Vydyoga (Military
Spectacle). Its main characteristics are that it consists of a single act,
the plot is well known and the sentiments are the excited ones, It represents
a combat not occasioned by a woman, There are very few female characters

bunder State is different from this. He is the father of Harihara (ml'%"ﬁqﬂ. qaah
gfgt: F: ) while our author is & pupil of Haribara and son of Bhima,
of. FrAEARITRE eREETAaHal g Aaikem  Rrfadr  dafemmam
ARSHFETT, | also TR saasitatantiee |
AUETARNART (23 ¢w) Frmnieas |
mgifzaa fagm sawist Rifaffa: )
(3) RIEgeTHATHFRATAEARGET aET |

(4) Trws | Srrewa: SfmIEE@CAHETHE O, 92 |
TYEy AT MeEemaE: SrER
e Ry ammameaa e |
¥R At 7 A AifteeSreraad
arEd | garr Qreraysaias 9y || gl
(5) = gveliwt &t W AT |
A qIE T A SFSIETT || Kirtikaumudi II. 58.

(8) Vide Jinaharsha’s Vastupalacharitra VII 44-683.
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and the hero is neither a divine being nor a king.? ‘The play was acted at
the order of the court of DhArAvarsha on the occasion of the festival of invest-
ing Achaleswara, the tutelary god of the Parmars of Mt. Abu, with the sacred
thread.® Other dramas of its type are as under:—

Dhanafijayavijaya of Kdinchandchdrya, Narakdsuravijaya of Dhﬁtmapagdita.

Nirbhayabhima of R4machandra, Prachapdabhairava of Sad4giva.
Bhimaparikrima of Mokshaditya. Prachandagaruda.

Kiritarjuniya of Vatsarsja. Saugandhikdharana of Visvanitha,
Jamadagnyajaya. Vinatinandana of Govinda.

The subject-matter of the present drama is taken from the Gograhana
Parva of the Virdta Parva, MahabhArata. The plot centres round Arjuna
whose exploits of defeating the army of the Kauravas and recovering the
cows of the Virdta king form the subject of the drama.

The author as a man of letters. Prahlidanadeva seems to have been
a poet of note. Some$vara represents him in the Mt. Abu Pragasti as an incar-
nation of Sarasvati, while in his Kirtikaumudi he says that he became famous
as her son. In another verse in the same work, he says that Prahlddana
made the Goddess of Learning, who was afflicted with sorrow on account of
the death of Mufija and Bhoja, again delightful by dramatizing a beautiful

(7) errEaRaETE) aufwifiaE: | e: |
W”rﬁﬁmgm‘t Fdgeraraw: |
SERIEEHIGEIGERGIC e IR
sifesyute: &t sy amEt R | AR,

(8) The following description of the sacred thread of the phallus is given fromthe
Kilikd Puriina

CHICSTTT GARGAT AISTLAT |
TG A1 Fo4 FAATIATSF, |
fos frarerfa wgegfita at )
A fufesnadl sgd addaa |
SIgEARE F1 oRemRERTL]
HCTEITH AISTH AT 9 |
TR FateifeR &= |

Nandivardhana is another name of Mt. Abu which is represented as son of the

Himalayas.
of. A e g detsd fenf: |
FROASIARIIEINAEE T, || ATThed—AgaFed.
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story?. The Stktimuktivali of Jahlana and the éamgadharapaddhati quote
some verses of Prahlddana and Prahldda. They will be found collected in
Appendix II, Prahlddana’s poetry is described as possessing the qualities of
quql, gAY, 981,10 In the Mt, Abu Pragasti, it is said that Somasimhadeva,
son and successor of Dhirdvarsha received training at the hands of his uncle
Prahl4dana.!! Inthe Pradasti of the KotiSvara Temple, he is called the

support of the six Dar§anas, expert in all arts and the best among Kumaras
(Yuvarijas).1?

Prahladana as a warkior. Our author was not only a poet but a great
warrior. He is described by Some§vara as having become famous as the lord
of the Goddess of Victory.13 He also tells us that King Ajayapéla of Gujarat
was wounded in a battle with SAmantasimha, King of Mewar.}!* Prahlddana
fought with him in this battle and his sword protected Ajayapila who had
become nervous on account of wounds.1?

Prahladana as a philanthropist. Somes$vara praises him for his libe-
rality. In the Surathotsava, he says in one place, that the vow of doing good
to others ended with the death of Prahlddana;!® while in the Mt. Abu

(9) HAvgrmRarsfzada afafem, |
g%aq /e afaaa qafa: | Ly |l
siiisgRIgana A T F9 | '
TERAT WG YA S | 2% | Kirtikaumods 1-14-15
The printed text reads 3‘@&1? mcorrect]y The present reading is_from a ms. dated

Samvat 1507. The meaning of the phrase THT Faga FATH, is not quite clear. It may
mean that Prahlidana composed some beautiful prose-romance. But now there is no trace
even of its name.

(10) of &=t g% Fnfaaaarnd: FARE 4 | Tgiaae wira gafi: 563; | TR,
(11) TR sty Aawfiedar a: |
fuga: 4 fral Rgsrd smawad s 1 3%
(12) AT ReRe PR A el AT |

(13) afwem smfver:
(14) : FuETTE: FTFATERR JRETERAREY |

at R IMFA TSI Y RAT, ||

Surathotsava XV~82.

(15) smafesfiaiifradesisdafmeanaamts: |

TETRARIGES TIATAIREIREAT JTesq@ar@s |

Mt. Abu Lanigavasati Prafasti 88
(16) shtsgraa=in fwd Arawrea |
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Pragasti of the Lfnpiga Vasati, he represents him as an incarnation of the
heavenly cow.1?

Prahladana the founder of Palanpur. The legend quoted in Ap-
pendix III from Upade§a Tarangini would show that our author founded
after his name the city of Prahlﬁdanapura This city is the same as Palanpur,
the capital of the State of that name in Gujarat, 54 miles to the south of Mt,
Abu. The State is at present ruled by a Mahomedan Chief who pays to
H. H. the Maharaja Gaekwar a tribute of about Rs. 38,000. Here he built a
big Jaina temple called Pilhavihira. References to the grandeur of the city
and the VihAra are found in worksofthe 13th to 17th centuries.! ® The legend
relates that this prince became a leper through the sin of melting a Jaina metal
image and making a bull of it for the Achale§vara Temple In order to avert
this sin and be cured of leprosy, he resorted to Siladhavala Acharya and
at his advice built the PAlhavihira.

(17) W sAwrEaea B wmar & guaratd )
QREATFRE SAMEEaT a frad & |
(18) (a) HAmerETEAgER Y afrElE
fare: shufsmefaRam =% afam)
el Rrmgraenfage s
ghomiR 1rer Ry gt wiv qoimeny |

(Prafasti of the Atimuktacharitra of Pirnabhadra composed in Samvat 1282).

(b) Vastupila on his way to Mt. Abu visited this place, paid his respects to the image
of Piravanatha in the DIilhavihira and installed an image of Neminitha in a niche on
the left side.

of. 5§ TFRAFTR 514 S§RA R |
SETRT AT HEAT A AT & || Yo |l
geTr oA fde et )
afifbugefe Afaiatraes || v |
STIR g qgemFHauey | :
gifiwemmsiicE gerdedad || ¥R o

(c) Samari Risu a work composed about Samvat 1371 describes Palanpura and
Pilbavihira as under:—

IERIge gAY gREaerE e |

die s TEgAY aff [TRES | 2o )
wTE g 93€ SRl eHiE fifg T |
TURFFAR FUYTAEILH T || 22 I
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The mss. material. The Pattan Bhandars contain two mss,:—(1) in
the Bhandéra of the Limbdi’s PAd4 (2) in the Bhand4ra of the VAdi Piréva-
nétha's temple. The first is dated Samvat 1426 and consists of 12 leaves.!?
The colophon runs as under:—

sfteraegfemRTT (e )—
T g o 1 |
SRR TrRRATE

g (efagaa fegaaft |

The present edition is based on a transcript of the second of these mss.
This is faitly correct and is designated here as A. The ms. Bisa transcript
of an old ms. sent by Mr. T. M. Tripathi, B.A. of Bombay. The ms. of the
Limbdi’s PAJ4 was acquired as a loan after the text was printed off. The
readings of this ms. will be found on page 7. This ms. is designated as C.

(d) Somasaubhéigya a work of the last quarter of the 15th century deseribes as follows:—
seARamREae: sfetmet: @ ayd @)
& aamlaRd famead daifid g aftaasnag | 23 |
T yftwaofierfaer el frermed sasraE |
e ERH AR RN eI, 1| ¥ |
wreat RrRfamgafaadid 96 SomifaReTa: e, |
fysoenfeaaet s Paawt siivdfmwfeanfiftes | a4 0

(e) The Hirasaubhigya gives a more vivid and rich picture of the city and the temple
the first canto verses 69-128. The following verse relates to the founding of this city

by Prahlidana.

FARfafAe e Sgea gR T |

TEATSIENT 96T TAISHANE: FATSA o || 0% ||

( 1 ) g W PR EAR A daEE ket T

ECH G RN R R NG R e LR I E SRR EE R E T E G I G S
A AT REEE R TR T aeRify SReeEeEas
i sgrRATdREEatet gft; sim frafy #ifan | i g1 @ e sEEA-
QU AT AT, AT, FERATERIN SAAEaeal 91 S |

19, The Deccan College Mss. Library has got a tracing of this ms,
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VARIOUS READINGS OF THE MS. C.

P.1. 1L 5.C, e | P. 9. L 23, C dfwrhre
P. 2.1. 10. C reads dmeamfsa and: P. 10. L. 13, C ww=fene
explains W as R P, 11. L 4, C explains g as ug-
P. 3. L. 1. C explains e as famo
sPtasmaT P. 12. 1, 14. read sgm&
P. 4. 1 4 C adds fa=aafy P. 14. 1. 18. C sggmon=gfarfa
P. 4.1 23, C sy wawdat &f@) P 16. 1. 6. C adds sfywaissemaar after
it g
P. 5. 1. 27, C saagafagiian P.19. 1. 5.C g
P. 6. 1. 12. C <afea P. 21. L 14, C explains mefiwwi as
P. 6. 1. 13. C reads famaft=at and ST ST
expliins fim as 7l P. 21. 1. 22, C reads i,
P. 6. 117, C feemzeafs P. 21.1. 26. read faFzafcmgggigde
P, 8 1 15, C ggma: adumae
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